Golden Goa
slaves, the harbour of ships, it was the most sumptuous city which
Europeans have ever built in Asia.
1
THE JESUIT HOSPITAL
So many visitors have left records that it is possible to recon-
struct Goanese society in some detail. To get the feel of the place,
we can hardly do better than listen to Fra^ois Pyrard while he
describes his experiences there in 1608. He was a talkative and
observant Frenchman of the seaman class, a brave hornrne^ as will
be seen, honest and careful. Leaving France in 1601 on board a
ship fitted out by the merchants of St. Malo, he was cast away on
the Maldives, then an island monarchy, and did not reach Calicut
till 1607. Moving south to Cochin, like Calicut a Portuguese fort-
ress, he was arrested because he had no papers and was thrown
into prison. From thence, his health much impaired by the dread-
ful dungeon in which he was confined, they sent him in chains by
ship to Goa.
Landing on the wharf near the'Viceroy's palace, he expected to
be lodged in the main gaol, the Sala das Bragas, and was surprised
when out of pity the police took him to the Royal Hospital, a
palatial institution controlled by the Jesuits. The Society was the
most cultivated and modern element in Goa, and the hospital was
administered by them in so admirable a fashion, that many de-
clared it superior even to the Hospital of the Holy Ghost in Rome
or the Infirmary of the Knights at Malta, the two leading hospi-
tals of Europe at that time. Poor Pyrard, after his rough experi-
ences, thought it a paradise. He was carried up * a lofty and mag-
nificent staircase' to a bed 'beautifully shaped and lacquered with
red varnish', upon which was a mattress and silk coverlet, sheets
of fine cotton, pillows of white calico, luxuries unknown in
Europe among his class. A barber immediately shaved him, he
was given pyjamas, a cap, and slippers, and provided with a bed-
side table on which was a fan, drinking water, a dean towel, and a
handkerchief. Under the bed he noted a chamber-pot, an article
which appeared to him the most satisfactory piece of furniture in
the place after his experiences in Cochin gaol, where he had been
herded with two hundred others in one room without any sani-
tary arrangements whatever. Supper brought further pleasant
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